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UK/UAE 2017 marks a Year of Creative
Collaboration and cultural exchange between the
United Kingdom and the United Arab Emirates.
Led by the British Council, the Season falls under
the patronage of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces,
and HRH The Prince of Wales.

This special cultural season has seen a wide range
of British and Emirati partners work together to
create a diverse programme of activities featuring
events and projects in the arts, literature,
education, society, sport, science and trade. It
celebrates the longstanding relationship between
our two nations, bringing to light its contemporary
relevance and discovering new ways of
connecting with and understanding each other
through culture.

Creativity and innovation have been consistent
strands throughout the programme and we have
explored the ways in which our respective cultural
heritage inspires advances in all sectors and all
areas of society.

In recognition of the significant role that film can
play in bridging cultures, Image Nation Abu Dhabi
and the British Council have partnered to deliver
this special programme, showcasing filmmaking
talent from both the UK and the UAE.

We welcome you to this special event where we
will hear from some of the leading voices in British
and Emirati cinema, We will honour a group of
up-and-coming filmmakers in our short-film festival
which places contemporary cultural storytelling
through film under the spotlight.




Welcome letter from

Graham Sheffield, CBE
Director Arts, British Council

As part of the UK/UAE 2017 Year of Creative Collaboration,
| am delighted to welcome you to this special programme
showcasing contemporary cultural storytelling in film. The
UK/UAE Short Film Festival, Cultural Exchange Through
Film, features some of the leading film-makers and new
voices in British and Emirati cinema. | hope that you will
thoroughly enjoy the wonderful films on offer through this
week-long programme as it travels across the Emirates.

The Festival is set to be a highlight of the UK/UAE 2017
Year of Creative Collaboration, held under the patronage
of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and His Royal
Highness The Prince of Wales. This year of cultural
exchange celebrates the long-standing creative
relationship between our two countries, and highlights the
best of British and Emirati talent across several arts forms
and sectors.

Film is a powerful medium which reflects how a nation
perceives itself and is perceived by others. It can foster
mutual understanding between people and help build open
and connected communities.

Film is one of the cornerstones of the UK’s creative
industries, celebrated as a leading platform globally for
film and TV production. We hope, through the UK/UAE
2017 Year, to share our experience and learn from the
UAE’s young and thriving film industry.

Cultural Exchange through Film displays the creativity,
diversity and excellence of British and Emirati film. We are
confident that it will generate more opportunities for
creative exchange and collaboration between the UK and
UAE film industries. The festival will not only inspire and
entertain audiences throughout the UAE, but will build the
capacity of future and aspiring film-makers through a
master-class programme in several Emirates.

We are honoured to deliver Cultural Exchange through
Film in partnership with Image Nation, Abu Dhabi, and are
grateful to the Ministry of Culture and Knowledge
Development for their continuous support.

Thank you.

Welcome letter from

Mohamed Al Mubarak
Chairman, Image Nation Abu Dhabi

| would like to welcome our distinguished
guests and partners to The Cultural Exchange
Through Film program, which is proudly
presented by the British Council and Image
Nation Abu Dhabi, with support from the Ministry
of Culture and Knowledge Development.

This week-long program will showcase
contemporary British and Emirati film, featuring
celebrated filmmakers and up-and-coming
talent from across the UK and UAE.

We will begin the program with a symposium
for Emirati filmmakers and continue by taking
our film showcase on the road with stops across
the country.

This is one of the many visual and performing
arts exchanges taking place during the British
Council’'s 2017 UK/UAE Year of Culture, which
is a valuable cultural exchange between our
two countries.

At Image Nation, we are committed to helping
build a sustainable film and television industry
in the UAE and hope programs like this can help
inspire our next generation of storytellers.

Thank you for joining us.



CULTURAL EXCHANGE
THROUGH FILM: A SYMPOSIUM

Four Seasons Abu Dhabi | Sunday 12 November, 2017

PartOne | Industry Focus

3:00pm
3:30pm

3:40pm

4:30pm

5:00pm

5:50pm

6:00pm

Guest Registration/Coffee Reception
Welcome

Panel 1
Film’s Talented Multi-Hyphenates

Coffee Break

Panel 2
Culture, Identity & Connection

Closing Comments

End of Session

X
PartTwo | Celebratory Reception ‘

6:00pm Drinks & Canapés

7:15pm Reception ends

Part Three | Short Film Festival

7:30pm Introductions
7:40pm Film screenings

9:30pm Event closes



Monday 13 November | Ras Al Khaimah
2:00pm Filmmaking Masterclass (invitation only)

6:00pm Public film screenings
Ras Al Khaimah Cultural Centre

Tuesday 14 November | Fujairah
2:00pm Filmmaking Masterclass (invitation only)

6:00pm Public film screenings
Fujairah Cultural Centre

Wednesday 15 November | Umm Al Quwain

6:00pm Public film screenings
Umm Al Quwain Cultural Centre

Thursday 16 November | Al Ain

A ROADSHOW 6:00pm  Public film screenings )
ACROSS THE EMIRATES Sheikh Zayed Desert Learning Centre

Monday 13 to Thursday 16 November, 2017

We will be taking our featured With special thanks to our partners:

filmmakers and films to communities
across the Emirates for a special series
of masterclasses and screenings.
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YEAR OF CULTURE BRITISH &

EMIRATI SHORT FILM FESTIVAL
UAE FILMMAKERS

Aysha Abdullah
The Blind Side, 2014

Al Jalila Al Nuami, Captain of the
UAE Women'’s Football Team has
an ambition: to see more Emirati
women and girls out on the
sports field, both at home and
internationally.

Aysha Abdullah is a graduate of the UAE University with a degree in Mass Communications.
Her passion for filmmaking began during her studies when she participated in various student
film competitions including the Al Nawa and Habib Al Reda awards. In 2013 Aysha completed
her first short film Beginning...End which resulted in her winning the Promising Director prize at
the Gulf Film Festival. Aysha was awarded an ADMAF grant in 2014 for her short film The Blind
Side. She has also been recognized for her film at the Indian Social & Cultural Center Abu
Dhabi, and the Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival where she was awarded inspiring Filmmaker
of the Year.

Abdulrahman Al Madani
Beshkara, 2015

After the beloved child of a
Filipina caretaker is diagnosed
with a terminal iliness, her only
desire is to return to her
native country to spend what
little time she has left with her
dying daughter, but will her
employer allow her to leave?

Abdulrahman Al Madani is an Emirati filmmaker born and raised in Dubai. He started making
films in 2012, touching upon important social issues and competing at international film
festivals. His first short documentary, The Gamboo3a Revolution (2012), was a recipient of
several awards from the Gulf Film Festival and Abu Dhabi Film Festival. His next two short
films, Guilt (2013) and Nagafa (2014), premiered at the same. After earning a Bachelor’s
degree in Applied Media Studies at Higher Colleges of Technology, he completed a one-year
Filmmaking Diploma at Abu Dhabi New York Film Academy in May 2015, directing a thesis film
Beshkara (2015) that received its world premiere at the Dubai International Film Festival.

Ali Bin Matar
Kanadeer, 2016

Abdullah discovers new
information about his brother
Salem, who mysteriously died a
few weeks previously.

Thus, begins the quest to unravel
the strange details of Salem’s life,
unknown to his loving family.

Born in Dubai in 1988, Ali Bin Matar is a filmmaker and cinematographer currently residing in
Abu Dhabi. After studying chemistry and environmental sciences at UAE University, he now
works with the Dhabi Gulf Film Company producing feature films, documentaries and
promotional films. His own filmmaking career started with an interest in digital design, followed
by supporting short films working as a Director of Photography for other Emirati directors.

Ali’s directorial debut was the short film Chances Have Endings which participated in the Dubai
International Film Festival in 2014. This was followed by The Man Who Saw Snow in Summer
and Kanadeer. Both films participated in DIFF in 2015 and 2016 respectively.

Aisha Al Zaabi
The Other Dimension, 2014

A young careless troublemaker is
stuck between reality and imagination.
After an accident, he sees himself in
another dimension, realising all of his
past mistakes. But as he struggles to
return to reality the line between truth
and fantasy becomes blurred.

Aisha Alzaabi is an Emirati filmmaker with four short films and several commercials to her
credit. Her short film The Other Dimension won Best Film in the Muhr Emirati competition at
the Dubai International Film Festival.



UK FILMMAKERS

Shola Amoo
Dear Mr Shakespeare, 2016

An exploration of Shakespeare's
intentions when writing Othello, exploring
the play's racial themes in a historical and
contemporary setting and drawing wider
parallels between immigration and
blackness in the UK today.

Shola Amoo is a graduate of the National Film and Television School. He was commissioned by
The British Council to direct a reinterpretation of Othello, called Dear Mr. Shakespeare. It was
written by visual artist Phoebe Boswell as part of “Shakespeare Lives” and was released on The
Guardian’s website. Dear Mr. Shakespeare was selected in competition for The Sundance Film
Festival 2017. It has also screened on BBC iPlayer and has accumulated over 180,000 views
across digital platforms.

Shola is currently developing more feature projects, including a drama called The Last Tree
with the BFI.

Caroline Bartleet
Operator, 2015

Gemma wakes to find her
house on fire. Trapped with
her son, she dials 999. The
operator who answers holds
Gemma’s life in her hands.

Caroline has a BA in English from the University of Bristol. After graduating she trained as an
actress at the Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama. Caroline went on to produce various
short films before embarking on an MA at the National Film and Television School from which
she graduated in 2017.

Caroline’s first short film as writer/director, Operator, stars Kate Dickie and Vicky McClure. In
2016 Operator won the BAFTA for British Short Film.

Caroline was the first writer-in-residence appointed at Dancing Ledge Productions in August
2016. She is currently in pre-production on her next short film, The Bind, for the NFTS and BBC
Films that will star Lorraine Ashbourne, Andrew Knott and Jamie Parker.

Charlie Lyme
Fish Story, 2017

Sometime in the 1980s, Caspar Salmon's
grandmother was invited to a gathering on the
Welsh island of Anglesey, attended exclusively
by people with fish surnames. Or so he says.
Thirty years later, flmmaker Charlie Lyne
attempts to sort myth from reality as he
searches for the truth behind this fishy tale.

Charlie Lyne is a writer and filmmaker best known for the feature-length essay films Beyond
Clueless and Fear ltself. He is also the director of a number of shorts and the ten-hour protest
film Paint Drying. His work has screened at festivals including Sundance, SXSW and Rotterdam.

Mike Forshaw
Saturday, 2015

15th April 1989: One game of football is
about to affect Liam and the city of Liverpool
forever...

A fictional account of how the Hillsborough
stadium disaster — which claimed the lives of
96 Liverpool supporters — unfolded for one
family back home in Merseyside.

Born and raised in Liverpool, Mike Forshaw studied film at Northumbria University before
moving to London to study Fiction Direction at the National Film & Television School. His
graduation film premiered at the BFI London Film Festival, and his shorts have screened at
numerous UK and international film festivals. In 2013, Saturday was awarded a top prize during
Nisi Masa’s European Short Pitch, and the film premiered at the 2015 Sundance Film Festival.
In 2014, Mike was selected for TorinoFilmLab’s AdaptLab workshop and is now currently
developing his first feature.



ee &8l UK/UAE 357

The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and
educational opportunities. We work with over 100 countries in the fields of arts
and culture, English language, education and civil society. Last year we reached
over 65 million people directly and 731 million people overall including online,
broadcasts and publications. We make a positive contribution to the countries we
work with — changing lives by creating opportunities, building connections and
engendering trust. Founded in 1934 we are a UK charity governed by Royal
Charter and a UK public body. We receive 15 per cent core funding grant from
the UK government.

www.britishcouncil.org

About UK/UAE 2017

UK/UAE 2017 is a year of creative collaboration and cultural exchange between
the United Kingdom and the United Arab Emirates, organised by the British Council,
the UK’s international organisation for education and culture, under the patronage
of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and HRH The Prince of
Wales. The purpose of UK/UAE 2017 is to celebrate the long-standing relationship
between the UK and the UAE, giving it greater focus, depth and contemporary
relevance. Throughout 2017, the British Council will collaborate with a wide range
of British and Emirati partners to create a diverse programme that spans the arts,
literature, education, society, sport, science and trade. Through exploring the ways
in which our respective cultural heritage and contemporary creative expression
inspires innovation in all sectors and all areas of society, UK/UAE 2017 will
strengthen cultural and economic ties between the two nations and identify

major opportunities for future collaboration on both sides.

To stay up-to-date with the latest news and
programme, please visit the British Council’'s UAE
website www.britishcouncil.ae/en/uk-uae2017- or
follow the social media channels on Facebook |
Instagram | Twitter.

For further information and enquiries,
please contact Hannah Henderson at
Hannah.Henderson@britishcouncil.org

IMAGE
NATION

ABU DHABI

Image Nation Abu Dhabi is one of the
leading media and entertainment companies in
the Arabic-speaking world, producing local and
international films, documentaries and
television content, and is a pan-Arabic
broadcaster following the 2015 launch of
Quest Arabiya.

The company aims to build a sustainable film
and television industry in Abu Dhabi and the
United Arab Emirates.

Image Nation’s slate includes Emirati-produced
feature films (From A to B, Zinzana),
cause-driven documentaries (He Named Me
Malala, Every Last Child), insightful television
shows (Beyond Borders, Hayati Walaskariya)
and award-winning international
co-productions (The Help, Flight, 99 Homes).

Through its content, Image Nation is creating
opportunities for local talent to tell their stories
and work on projects that provide them the
tools needed to establish a sustainable UAE
film industry.
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